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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I considered
it my duty to draw attention to the
difficulties which would arise under the
Bill. Irrespective of what the leader of
the House may think, I am here with
a duty to perform. In conclusion, I
may remark it has been said that **some
men are born for great things, some for
small, and of some it is not recorded
why they were born at all,”” and I think
this applies to the gentlemen opposite.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : The Com-
mittee has entered a sufficient protest
against the principle embodied in the
clause, a protest that will entitle us a¢
any future time, when a prineciple of this
kind comes before us, to oppose it without
leaving it open to the Government or any
party to say that we accepted the prin-
aiple at another time, for the eircum-
stances under which it was done will
acquit us of establishing a precedent.
In view of this I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment.

- Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

+ Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

QUESTION—WONGAN HILLS-—
MULLEWA RATLWAY.

Hon. H. CARSON asked the Colonial
Beeretary : On what date do the Glovern-
ment intend handing ¢ver the Wongan
Hills-Mullewsa Railway to the Commis-
gioner of Railways ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied : It was expected to hand over this
railway in January next, but owing to
exigting conditions which have since
arisen the date of completion is uncertain.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary : By-laws of
Municipality of Claremont.

House adjourned at 84 p.m.
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QUESTIONS (2}—WONGAN HILLS-
MULLEWA RAILWAY.
Lo hand over to Railway Department.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Is it the
intention of the Government to
hand over to the Working Rail-

ways any portions of the Wongan-
Mullewa line during the present year?
2, If so, what sections is 1t intended to
hand over, and when is it intended to
do so0?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1 and 2, Tt is not proposed to band
this line over in sections, but it was ex-
pected to place the whole ralway under
the control of the Working Railways in
January next, but under existing eireum-
stances since arisen 1he date of completion
18 uncertain,

Roads to Sidings.

Hon. M, B. LEIFROY asked the Min-
ister for Works: To order to assist the
seftlers on the Wongan-Mullewa railway
line, will he open up the roads leading to
the various sidings during the present
year and, in view of the shortness of the
burning season, start the work of clearing
at an early date?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : Instructions have been issued to do
road clearing leading to all sidings, but
under existing circumstances &inee arisen
the date of completion is uncertain.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The PREMIER {(Hon. J. Scaddan—
Ivanhoe) moved—
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That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as to admit of the intro-
duction of Bills without notice, and of
the passing of the same through all
their stages in one day.

Question passed.

BILL-—CONTROL OF TRADE IN
WAR TIME,

-1l stages.

Tatroduced by the Premier and read
a lrst time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Jvanhoe; [4.33] n-moving the second
reading said: May | at once explain to
the House thai this Bill has not been
introduced for the purpose ot causing
any alarm. bhut from the opposite point
of view, that ig, for the purpose of re-
assuring 1he people of the State that it
is our desire to protect their interests
during this period of national calamity.
1 recognise that up to the present time
there has not been much i the nature
of a move to inerease the prices of food
supplies, although, in some directions, to
some extent there have been advances.
1 had placed in my hands this morning
a eopy ol a circular issued hy one of
the wholesale houses to its (ravellers, giv-
ing them the prices they were to quofe
for tlis particular week. This circular,
too, was issued on Monday, before war
was aclually declared. On cocoa, all
lings. the advance is a penny per lb.;
on Hour, 20s. per ton; on meats, all lines,
3d. per dozen, and the eireular also men-
tions in regard to lines confrolled hy other
houses that prices are not to he quoted.
If cvidenee he required that a move is
Leing made in the direetion of advancing
the prices of food supplies, we have 1l
there, and it is eonsidered that in order
to protect the publie, the Government
should have the necessary power to pre-
vent a set of individuals taking advan-
tage of a period such as this for their
personal henefit.  TInfortunately also
lhere has heen experienced a general de-
sire on the part of a great number of

{ASSEMBLY.]

the publie te get in large quantities of
stores, as though we were actually at
{lte moment being assailed by some for-
eign power on our own shores, and il
were hecessary in consequence to make
provisicn for a long siege. The effect
of thal is that those who have the cash
have been able to lay in big stocks at
exisling prices, and unless some action
is taken those who are situated in a less
fortunate position may have to pay ex-
orhitant prices for the necessaries of life.
At a time such as this we require to take
action Lo prevent anyone making profits
out of the posilion as it exists, and, as
a matter of faet, everyone will be re-
quired to make some sacrifice 1f the erisis
is to exi#t over anv period. We eannot
permit one section to make sacrifices and
someone else Lo derive an advantage from
ihe sacrifices of the others. I have ve-
ceived quite o number of letters and
telegrams urging the introduction of a
measure snch as this, and this morning
I was kent pretty busy on the telephone
answering the calls of housewives whe
told me that they had made application
for many necessaries of life and had
been refused {hem al the stores, while
in other cases a fairly serious rise in
prices lad taken place. I have been
assured from aothoritative quarters that
we have guoite safficient food supplies in
Ausiralin for all purposes, and even of
those supplies which come from oversea.
OFf the latter we have, T have been as-

- gured, ol least twelve months' supplies in

the Commonwealth, while of others the
supplies are said to be sufficient for four
months, so that if we got nothing further
for some time, there need be no canse
for a panie. Then we boast that Ans-
fralia is a self-contained continent, where
we can produce almost anything we
require. As a matter of faet, most of
those articles we do import are such as
we ean do without. Therefore, there is
really no need or justifieation for inereases
to what are known as war or famine
prices. The anfhorities in  Kalzoorlie
telegraphed to me this morning that the
goldfields local bodies desired the Govern-
ment to protect the public hy measures to
restrain the wadve rise in the price of
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foodstuffs, T have also a letter from a
prowinent public man in Perth who is
interested in a number of farms and who
wonld probably be affected if we did not
take action. e writes: “I suggest that
{o prevent vietimisation you get from all
the wholesale houses, flour millers and
pastoralists all their present supplies of
necessities and pass a short Aect through
the House enabling you, if any attempt
is made to take advantage of the present
position by charging exorbitant prices, to
have the power of confiscation.” Then
again T am assnred with regard to sugar
that to-day one cannot obtain even a
single pound in Perth, and yet we are told
thal there is a large supply held by some
of the wholesale houses, for what purpose
we are not clear at this stage. I am not
accusing them of holding it for inereased
prices eventunlly; there may be other
reasons, but it is wrong that we should
permit them to hold it except to conserve
supplies to carry us over the period when
we might not be able to get further sup-
plies, Tt is regrettable that such action is
necessary, but it is the first step that must
he taken for the State’s welfare. We
might easily allow the position to go on
and first prove that the increases are
taking place in a more extensive way than
has aetually happened, but I think that
preveniion is better than cure, and it is
in the nature of preventing anything in
the shape of a panic occnrring, and to
reassure the publie, thal this Bill is being
introduced. T'nder the ecircumstances,
every member of the Honse will appreei-
ate the necessity for passing the measure,
All that the Bill really provides is that
we shall appoint a Royal Commission
which shall have the power to call for
papers and take evidence and obtain in-
formation from all persons from whom

they think it necessary information shonld .

be obtained with regard to stocks on hand,
and they may also recommend to the Gov-
ernment the action that should be taken
if necessary. Affter all, the Bill does not
anticipate action of any description being
taken, much less drastic action, but if the
necessity arises the power is therein econ-
tained.  The fact that Parliament has
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given this power will probably make it
unnecessary for any action fo be taken,
because those who are holding supplies
must accept the position as they find it.
The faet will be appreciated, as I stated
yesterday, Lhat so far as we as a State
are concerned, we are in a different posi-
tion from the other States of the Com-
monwealth: A great number of our in-
dustries are carried on with the assistance
of outside eapital, as for instance, the
mining and the timber indunstries, and
there are possibilities which we hope will
not arise, hut which may arise, and we
must be in the position to face them. If,
therefore, we have to face a position that
may arise under these cirenmstances, due
fo lnck of eash available in Western Aus-
tralia or in Australia, and due to the
fact that these people whe are working
through the medinm of outside capital,
not being nble to place their produets oo
the market, with the result that operations
may cease, we do not desire to find our-
solves unable fto mcet the posilion that
will arise under such circumstances, and
g0 we are taking this power and making
other provisions to meet an emergeney.
T have consulted the leader of the Opposi-
tion in connection with this matter, and
before the Royal Commission is ap-
pointed we propose to ask the leader of
the Oppasition to consult with us in arder
that we may remove any idea which might
possibly be in the minds of members, or
of the public, that this Commission will
be of a party nature. Tt will be ap-
pointed merely for the purposes of this
measure.

Mr. Male: Flow many will be on the
Commission 7

The PREMIER: We propose at pre-
sent only three, but there is nothing to
prevent our adding to the number at a
Iater stage, in ense it should be found
desirable that some members shounld
travel. At present three will be sufficient.
We have made the penalties fairly severe,
but, after all, even the penalty we pro-
pose will not adequately meet the ease, if
it shonld arise, for a man who wounld
deliberately hold stocks of food supplies
on snch an oceasion is as much an enemy
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to lhe people as he who would attémpt to
invade our shores.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: The Guildford
storelceepers say they could get no {lour
from the mill there this morning.

The PREMIER: That may be so, but
there is no real diffieulty in connection
with flonr. We have suflicient wheat
supplies for the purpose of gristing all
the flour that will be required, and more,
and the stocks cannot be shipped, The
most remarkable thing is this rise of 20s.
a ton on flour. It has been stated on
behalf of the millers that their object in
making the rise was simply in the inter-
ests of the public. I do not quite see
how they can maintain that, but they
say it was to prevent speculalors coming
in and buying up large stocks at the pre-
sent prices, with a view to selling them
at an inflated price.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Does that £1 incresse
earry {his £1,000 penalty?

The PREMIFR : Tf the Royal Commis-
sion fix the priee, it will. The Royal
Clommission will get all the particulars.
and when they fix the price the £1,000
penalty will apply, but only on econvie-
tion; there is nothing in the nature of
martial Inw aboni this. The eouris will
have to he moved, and that can be done
only by permission of (he Attorney Gen-
eral, Following on convietion aetion will
be taken by the Colonial Treasurer, with
the approval of the Governor-in-Couneil.
Bo it will be seen we have provided all
possible safegnards for the citizens, that
we take the power for the purpose of
safeguarding the community as a whola.
It is nol necessarv to say more, I think,
except that I noticed this morning that
the Premier of Victoria has asserted that
the Government of that State will not
allow any one to unduly raise the priee
of necessaries of life and so make profits
out of the unfortunate position the people
find themselves in. Tt is pointed ont
that Great Britain and Franece are doing
much the same thing; but of course they
are in a very different position from that
in which we find ourselves. They will be
foreed to do it for, in all probability,
there will there he a shortage of supplies.

[ASSEMBLY.]

"There is no shortage kere, and no grounds
for raising prices. 1t may be found that
no sertons alternpt will be made to raise
the priees here, and I hope such will be
the case. The Bill is rather in the nature
of a measnre to restrain nclion that might
be taken but for the passing of the Bill.
1 believe it will not he necessary to put
the Bill into operation.

“Mr. Taylor: The passage of the Bill
will he quite snflicient.

The PREMIER: Yes, 1 think it will
he sufiicient for the purpose. Ef nof,
ihen the powers are fhere and we can
exeveise ithem. [ move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[4.90]: 1 bave been in consultation with
the Premier and the members of the
Government in eonnection with this pro-
posed legislation, and I am in aecord
with the principles of the measure we are
asked to pass. It goes without saying
that at limes such as we are experiene-
ing we must expect some inflation of
prices, not only of necessities but of all
other commodities. When there is 2 doubt
as to whether further supplies of goaods
that have fo be imported will reach our
shores, naturally fhose who hold stocks
inflate their prices. That, T take it, is
lo be expected, and so long as it is kept
within reasonable bounds, no one wenld
object to it. The ohject of the Bill is
that we shall ree that those reasonable
hounds are maininined in regard to all
lood "stulfs, everything that is necessary
to our people’s subsistence. 'The Roval
Commission will he appointed from the
hest available men who, under the powers
conferred on then by Iis Excellency the
Gtovernor, and on the advice of Minis-
ters, will sit and. T suppose. inquire as
to what prices are {o be charged from
lime to time. These prices will he
gazeited, and those who bold stocks will
have to eonform to the prices so fixed,
Tt is wise that we should step in early
and not leave legizlalion of this deserip-
tion nntil we arve in a state of chans, until
people da not know where to Took for
necessities, until supplies have heen all
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bought wp and an undue value placed
thereun. I do nol think the Bill is cal-
culated to cause any alorm. The inten-
tion certainly is to allay alarm s¢ that
the people of Western .Australia may
know that the Administration and the
Parliament are determined to use the full
power which they will be granted under
this and similar legislation to see that the
peaple are dealt fairly by, W s
not  an unwise procecding, perhaps,
for any citizen or |lousewife Lo
look ahead und lay in a reasonable
stoek of everyday supplies. T do not hold
for one moment that an aection of that
sort would be detrimental, so long as it
is within reasonable bounds, Such action
would not be taken from fear of invasion
—beeanse I de not think Western Aus-
tralia is likely to attract the altention of
the Powers with which Great Britain is
at war, nor do I think they are likely to
come as far as our shores to injure us—
but there is an undouhbted apprehension
that there may be a shortage of supplies,
and in regard to certain lines for which
we depend upon foreign couniries we
must have a shortage to a considerable
extent, Aunstralin can undoubtedly sop-
ply her own requirements. Thal is some-
thing we have to be very grateful for
indeed. Australia can support all her
people. So long as she has plenty of
meat and flour, in other words, wheat,
which she has, her people cannot suffer
aetna) starvation. Therefore. it rests with
the Governments of the several States,
and the Federal Government, to see Lhat
those supplies are so controlled thal no
one individual baving stocks ean refuse
to mete out what is necessary for the re-
quirements of the people. The per-
sonnel of the Royal Commission is a ques-
tion of considerable moment, and 1 am
happy to think that the Governent are
quite prepared to receive suggestions
from this side of the House. It is in
keeping with the eonferences we have had
up to the present and the pledges given
fhat we will work together in this time of
trouble and endeavour by all means to get
the best solution of ocur difficulties and
troubles as they arise. TWe will have, we
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must have, more irouble month by montl,
as time goes on, I feel sure the Govern-
ment will meet those troubles and solve
them as they come along. We are bound
to have stoppage of operations in some
of our industries to a considerable ex-
tent, We might just as well face that
position. It is not necessary to worry
about the capital already invested in those
industries, because that does not matter.
1t does not matter where that capital has
come from, so long as the capital is here
in our industries; it does not matter even
if it belonged to the Czar of Russia or
the German Emperor himself. But
it does matter in regard to the export
markets, for those of our industries whieh
export their produce, such as our timber
industry, cannot possibly continue opera-
tions, because they cannot get to their
markets. The same thing obtains in re-
gard to our eopper mines, one of which
has had to dispense with a number of
hands,
Ay, Botton: Two of them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, two of
them, The only way we ean obviaie that
sort of thing to some degree, and I am
sure it will in the near fulure receive the
earliest attention of the Government, is
to see wheller the Government eannot
arrange some method of fnancing the pro-
duction. Tf omr industries are to go on
at their full output, or a considerable

proportion of it, they must of necessity

receive some advances against those out-
puis, That is a atter which will have
to be eonsidered. In regard to food sup-
plies, the wherewithal to purchase food
is what the worker can earn by his labour,
and our ohjeet within the next few weeks
will be to endeavonr, as far as possible,
to keep our people employed, at any
rafe sufficiently to pay for the necessaries
of life, whieh the Government propose
under this measnre shall be supplied to
them at reasouable rates, I commend
the Bill in prineiple to the House. I am
sure hon members will give it their careful
consideration. T wounld suggest to the
Premier that, perhaps, it wounld be wise,
if when we passed the second reading, the
Bill was at once referred to a select com-
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mittee. The sitting of the House might
be suspended for a half bour, so thal the
select commitiee eould go through the Bill
clause by clavse, It would save a lot of
trouble, and possibly debate in Com-
mitlee, if half-a-dozen members sat on
this measure as a select ¢ommittee and
came back and reported to the House.
We could then pass the Bill through all
its stages.

Mr. 8. S8TUBBS (Wagin) [458:] I
commend the Government for (their
aetion in this matter, and I also agree
with the leader of the Opposition that
muoch valuable time would be saved if a
small commiliee were appointed fto go
into this question. My chief desire in
rising is to say that, although it may ai
first seem to the House a little bit harsh
if merchants have increased their prices,
vei in justice to those merchants it should
be pointed out that were members in the
position of the merchants of Western Aus-
tralia, they would look at the question,
noi altorether from the point of view of
the man in the street. I want to he per-
feetly fair. T abhor the conduet of any
wan who desires to make capital out of
the present eondition of affairs. But take
the case of a merchant carrying large
stocks of stuff imported from overseas,
and whe has heen in the habit of dis-

tributing those stocks {o many store-

keepers in various paris of the State. If
a storekeeper sent an order for double
the guantity of goods, believing that the
merchant would only have a certain quan-
tity of stnff to supply, the merchant has
to be very careful regarding his prices;
because he cannot replace that stock for
the money he originally paid for it.
My point is this. When he sells out of
certain lines, he has to apply to the
Sydney, Melbourne or Adelaide markets
for more of the same article. He is faeed
witl this difficulty over there, that if the
merchant who holds this class of goods
in the Fastern States sells it to come tn
Western Australia, he has to replace
it, and naturally puts a litfle additional
price on to recoup himself for the extra
expense he has been put to in doing so.
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Me. Tavior: This Bilb wili not affect
that.

The Premicr: What justifieation has
lie for putting up the eost for something
for whicl: he limself has vot had to pay
an increaserd price? .

Mr. 8. STUBBS: My point is that nt
the end of a war nearly all his stoecks can
be replaced at 10 per cent, or 20 per
cent, less than they c¢ost during a
war, for, in nincleen cases out of twenty,
at the end of a war, prices go down flop.
The mevchant, thercfore, stands to lose
congiderably at such a time, Tt appears
to me Lhat hon. members lose sight of
thal fact. | have heen' connected wilh
trade for some twenty years, and I have
geen how at the end of the Boer war
the prices eame down with a flop, and
how the merehant who had stocked fairly
large supplies when the prices were high
Lound himself (e loger of a large sum of
money when the war eame to an end.
I hope the Commission, whoever it is
composeti of, will not lose sight of Chat
fact. ] am not holding auy brief for
the merchantz. but T am only poinfing out
that there are difficuliies that merchams
and traders have to eonlend with which
hon. members are not quite conversau
with. T commend the Bill 1o the House,
and T think that a measure such as this
will do inealeulable good,

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) [547: T
cerlainly think that this measure will
allay a lot of misapprehension whiech
exisls in the eity of Perth. A number of
people have spoken to me in refercnce to
the allezed rise in the price of food
stuffs, and 1 bhelieve that the effeet of
this Bill will be to satisfy people that
some aclion is heing laken by the Gov-
ernment.  With regard to the remarks
of the hon. member who has just sat down
(Y. 8. Stubbg), in reference to what
the merchanls will have to pay, I notice
that he does not say a word about the
merchanls who pnrehased hay this year
at £3 per ton, and who are now getting
£7 per lon out of the farmer for chaff.

Mr. S, Stubbs: That is not so.

Mr. LANDER: As a matter of fact
[ belicve thev are all doing this.
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Mr., 8. Stubbs: They are not.

My, LANDER: We can
the necessity for bringing in this Bill.
We have exploiters in (his country, aml
we have to fight them. Our children have
tu fighl to protect their counlry. These
are not the men whe send their children
forward, but it is the children of the
working man who do the fighting; and it
is our duly therefore (o see thal the work-
ing man and his children gel their food.

Hou. J. MITCHELL {(Novtham} [5.6] :
Whilst not indulging in the beroies ol
the Lon. mewmber who has jusl spoken, I
wish 1o say thut [ entirely approve of a
measure of (his kind. It i absolutely
wrong ibat the people should be ex-
pluited on oeeasions of this sorl, but 1
tbink we will require to be very careful
with legislation of this kind. I noliee
that something is set up in this Bill in
the interpretation of “personal requirc-
ments™ that would render it impossible
for a farmer to leep a.supply of food
for his horse sullicient 1o last for over
three months, or to keep any seed with
whicly (o sow his land.

Me. Prier: These are nul uecessities of
/ife; neither is seed wheat a necessily of
life,

Hon. Frank Wilson: The wheat s o
necessity of life; hut not the seed wheat.

Ifon. J. MYTCHELT.: I am personntly
angious to have the Bill passed, and hope
lo see il nn effeclive measure. | am just
pointing out. however, where the Bill is
weak., Wheat is certainly food, and the
interpretation referring to “personal re-
guirements” restricls the cuantity which
can be kept o requiremenis not exceed-
ing threc mouihs,

The Premier: It gives the power, but
it does not say that supplies are goine
to be restrieted to Lhat exlent. Do yon
think the Government are such fools ag
lo prevent n man from getting seed wheat
n?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier will
see that Clause 5 does not limit the right
to the Government to demand any pro-
duce, but says Lhat any person may make
such a demand. I think we will have
to be very careful. I believe that

[30]

certainly see

1o British
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the Mnister for Lands will agree that
our wheat fields ought fo be sown next
year,

The Minister fuor Works: They
reap their nexl lhavvest before then.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 think the far-
mers ought to be allowed to Leep seed
by for ileir crops, and il appears to me
that Ministers Lave a great difliculty in
uunderstanding the matter. | merely wish
to poini cut that whilst the Bill is neces-
sary we require this safeguard to eunsure
that producers may be eertain that they
will be able to put in their crops during
the cuming year. 1 think that the At-
torney General will admit that this is
an original Bill, and that it is ool based
on any other Bill which has been in
operation anywhere else or any that he
could draft from. It is probably the best
Bill that eould he brought down in the
circumstances, but it does seem tu me
that the limitativns in vegurd to the prim-
ary producer carry things a little too far.
When il eomes io the question of the
supplies of four 1 admit thal there is
no reasou why this fond stuif should be
any hnigher in price.  We have ample
llour in this country, probably encugh to
last us for a whole vear, and I know
that lo-day it eannol he exported from
Western Australia.  But [ de not 1ake
the pessimistie view that the Premier does
in the matter. | believe that when our
fleet meets (he German feet the
seas  will once more become open
commerce, aml  that we
shall. be able to recommence our
exportations. There is no reason why
flour should he a penuny higher in priee
than it was hefore. I agree with the
leader of the Opposition when he says
that we want people not only to have an
opportunity of buying bread and meat
at reasonable prices, but that we want
people to have emplovment, There is
no occasion, in my opinion, when the col-
lective eredit of the people can be used
to greater advantage than at the present
time. I recogmise that if the industries
are (o be kept going. if the pastoralists
are to get something against their woal.
if the limber people are to get something

will
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against their sleepers, if the wheal
growers are lo get something against
their wheat when the hacveslt comes rouud
again, the Goveroment will have to use
the ecredit of the country in order Chat
somelhing may be dene to help them. [f is
ot for me, of course, 1o say how (his
should he done, but the malter will have
to be taken into consideration. I lope
that the Governmenl will keep in mind
the faet 1hat these industries are abso-
lntely essential to the working man,
There is no need for a scare, and np need
for a panie. I merely want to say ihat
unless something is denc to keep going
our big industries that are really depend-
enl upon the export of their produce,
there may be considerable trouble. I do
not wislh to debatc ihat matter now. I
merely wish to poini out that this Bill is
not perfect, and to support the suggestion
of the leader of lhe Opposition that (he
Bill sheuld be referred for a few minutes
to A select committee, which could con-
sider one or two points, and if necessary
make recommendations to the House, so
ns fo save a considerable amount of time.

Mr. B. J, STUBBS (Subiace) [3.10]:
I think the oreat majority of the people
will endorse the action of the Government
it bringing dewn this Bill. There is,
lrowever, another direetion in  whieh T
think the Government should take some
action. It is anticipated that we are
going to have a dearth of emplovimend.
and that a great many workmen may be
thrown entirely out of work, or else they
may have only a very litlle work (o
dv, Tt is generally recognised that there
is a large number of workwen whe are
buyving their own houses, and T think it 13
necessary for the Government lo fake
sleps to prevent any foreclosure upon any
of these properlies if the workers cannot
keep up their payments. Many of rhese
workmen are bnying their houses on the
weekly renlal system, and have paul a
certain amount of deposit. 1t is true we
may have to he careful in dealing with
sieh eases. But even if a little injuslice
is inflicted hy reason of a person who
is in a posilion to do se paying no
rent during this time of stress, it would
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he betler that that should take place
vather than that one individual should
lose his home. 1 am not suggesting thal
action shonld he taken in this direction
steaight away. 1 merely suggest that 1his
nmialter should be kept in view in case of

any conlingency of this sorl. We are
forced to recognise that there e in-

dividuals in the country who will take
gvery opportunity of cnriehing  them-
selves at Lhe expense of olhers. T frusl
(thal when any konowledge of this kind
comes before the Government they will
immediately take action. T would be a
pity if in such a time of stress people
shiould lose their homes upen whieh they
have paid a large amonnt,

Hon. I1. B. LEFROY (Moore} [5.11]:
Whilst 1T am thoroughly in accord with
the action of the Government in inlro-
dueing this mneasure 1 think it is ineum-
hent upon one not to vemain silent if
une can see a weak point in it. [ think
wnyself that {he hon. member for Northam
(Hon. .J. Miteliell) has certainly placed
lis finger upon the weak point in this
Bill, 1i is desired, certainly, (hat peaple
should nol he able, at (he presenl june-
lure, to store up an amount of produce
which {hev do not want, so that they
would he ahle to deprive others of being
able to obtain it, but T think that fhe
(Governtent seem to have losl sight of
the faet (hat in the country distriels
farmers lave in the ordinary conrse of
evenis lo provide themselves with produce
to earry them over a long period. They
require, for instance, large supplies of
oats and hay, huf, in this Bill, no doubt
these thines will be considered to De
“nersonal requivements.”  Consequenlly
no person is expeeted o hold more than
a three months’ supplv of such produce.

The Minister for Lands: T think thal
is a reasonable inferpreiation of the
clauge.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T do not think
so. TFarmers are accustomed (o  liold
supplies for at least iwelve months,

Mr. 8. Stubbs: And {woe vears’ supply
of oals and hay.

Hon. H. R, LEFROY: Because some
people have not had sufficient foresight
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lo provide for themselves, or who
have been too lazy to devote their

atlention to this malter, or have shown
a want of business eapacily by uol
keeping these ilungs in slock, under
oite of the clauses of the Bill
these persons will be able to go to any
other more thoughtful person and say
that they want a bag or two of oats, and
take advantage of the Bill so as to be able
to provide themselves wilh what they
did not take the trouble to lay in even in
ordinary circemstances when things were
normal. I do not think that that is the
position whieh the Government desire to
arise, There are many instances where
the farmers out in the hackbloeks, and
fhe squalters in the North, and others,
provide themselves with supplies to last
as long as six or 12 months, but, under
this Bill, any man ean come along and
demand that he shall have so much flour
or something else out of the man’s home.
Although the man may not require Lhe
same for lis own use, he can make the
demand if he eonsiders that the man hold-
ing the goods has more than a three
months’ supply on hand, and can take
fhe goods away,

Alr, Bolton: Not if he himself has mare
than a three months' supply.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Yes. he could.

Mr. Bolton: Tt is absurd,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : T do not think it
was cver intended by the Bill that hard-
ships should be suffered such as those T
have pointed out. T hope that there will
he some means of preventing this, I am
quite sure that hon, memhers will eonsider
it an injustice in 1he case of persons who
have had the foresight fo sapply them-
selves with these necessities, such as ouls
and bran, for these to be faken away
from them by auy person who likes to
make a demaud for them. | hope that
hefore the BHl is finally dealt with this
diflienlty will he pot over,

Mr. TAYLOR  {Mount dargarel}
[7.13]: One would not expeet anything
Lt sapport for a mcasure of this kind
after hearing lhe Government being con-
grafulated on hringing in {he Bill, and
the leader of (he Oppoesitien  heing
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thanked by the Premier for lhis ¢o-opera-
tioh dwring the erisis, and learning also
of the concurrence of thal hon. member
onn the presentation of the Bill to the
Chamber, | was surprised to hear the
member for Northam (Hen. J. Mitehell)
setting up Lhe argument that the Bill
would militate against farmers holding
secd wheat, 1 venture to submit that
the farmers for this season, so far as
seed wheat is concerned, have been pro-
vided for, and that they will provide for
their nest season’s seed from that which
s now heing grown. There is 1o neces-
sity for the member tor Northam to
wurry in (hat respeci. The hon. member
who has Just resumed his seat supported
the contention raised by the member for
Northam, and he extended the objections
somewhat further. He said that the Bill
would affeet suppliers in the way of fod-
der stored for carrying the farmers over
perhaps a period of Lwelve months. There
is nothing in the Bill which will make
that an offence. 1t will be possible to
store up as muech as one likes, but if
it is the opinion of those who are ad-
winistering the measure that it should
be sold, then it will be an offence if it is
not sold. The prices are to be fixed by
the commission, Storing will not be
affected until the time arrives to sell. Tt
will he an offence if one refuses to sell.
When the commission is appointed they
will regulate the prices from time to
nme as eircumstances may arise.

Hon, T, Mitchell: The man who has
to sell will sell ns speedily as possible
beeause he will not get a bigher price.

My, TAYLOR: The commission will
regulate the prices, Supposing there he
a dearth in any particular line, and it
costs more to bring that to the econsumer.
does the hon. member mean to tell me
that there is anvthing in the measure
which will make the priee of that com-
modily seeh that the vendor will losa?
The objecl of (he measure is ¢lear, and
[ congralulate the draftsman an having
nadde it so that it will noi be possihle
to drive the nsnal ecaeh and four throngh
if. a8 i8 so often the ease in regard ta
measnres whicrh have been passed by Par-
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liament. Why are hon. members oppos-
g the Bill?

Hon. J. Mitehell: We are not.

AMr. Priee: Of cowrse yon are.

Mr. TAYLOR: [ lope the measure
will zo to a seleet committee and that
it will come back to this Chamber and
be passed oun the recommendation of the
select committee without further disens-
sion. IRut one mus! feel (hat there is
some opnosilion Lo it.

Hon, 1. B, Lefroy: No, no.

Mr. TAYLOR: And when (hat oppo-
sition is advanced it is neeessary to reply
to it, and one is justified jn pointing oul
that 1t is due to (he fael that the Bill
espresses what is infended, 1t is neces-
sary {hat we should have this measure
passed, and I am in favour of a select
commifttee beinyg appointed if it is de-
sired {hat one should sit in regard 1o
the Bill, and the matier can then go
through without further disenssion. It
is idle far hon. members to say that we
have not in our communities, no matter
what langnage we speak, people in ihe
commier«ial world whe will not take ad-
vautage of a position whielh may avisc,
even to the detriment of (he publi¢ gener-
ally.  That is an instinet of commerce,
and if one does nol possess that inslinet
he will nat he a suecessful man, Fvery-
hody krnows that the Bill is absolulely
necessary. and 1 congratulate the Gov-
ernment on having hrought it down wher
the necessity avose for i,

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS (FHon
T. Bath—Avon) [5.22]: T think we want
as far as possible lo nvoid reerimination,

Aembers; Hear, hear!

The MINTSTER FOR T.ANDS: Al the
same time in discussing the Bilt, we want
to be snre that at a time when il mav
he necessary—and T hope it will not—.
to uiilise if, that it is sufficient Tor the
purpose.  Althongh the Standing Orders
have hesvy susrended in order (o permif
of the =peedy rassage of the Bill. it ha-
nat hoen hastity draffed or hastily sub.
milied jo the Tleuse. Gheat ennsidera-
tton has heen wiven (v it. Personally T
ree no danger whatever in Clanse 5, to
which some exeeption lax Dbeen taken,
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1 am in the position of having supplies
to which hon. members have referred,
necessary for wourking stoeik utliised on
farms, and I have no fear whatever that
those supplies necessary for (he carrying
on of wperations are going (o be ottacked
in a provision of this kind. The selection
of gentlemen entrusted with this work
presupposes that they arve chosen fur the
purpose of preventing anyone from ecor-
nering supplies, and putting thew np in
price, and (hus 1aking advanlage of the
public necessily. So Far as [ ecun see
at the preseat juncture, in regard to the
main nrtieles of food requived in Wesl-
ern  Auslralia, there is no justilication
for any increase in prives. As has heen
already pointed out, the lwo main siapdes
are bread and meal, anid we produece {hese
within our own borders, bul in rezard (¢
butter and olher products, these are im-
ported from the FEFasiern Srates, and
unless the producers in the LEastern
States put up iheir prices (here ix no
reason for the prices 1o be raised in this
State, and it is merely for the parposc
of peassuring those who will he conlenl
with the profits of the pnst that the
measure is being introduced. Tt will ae
rather as a warning to these who control
supplies that if ecertain actiom is faken
in the futare the Govermuent possess the
necessary power lo step ine but T hope
it will not be necessary lo exercise ihal
power. Tt is essential. however, 1hat we
should have it in the event of the neres-
sity arising. T hope hon. memhbers will
realize that and will accord their support
tn 1he Bill,

Mr. MALE (Kimberlex) [5.26}: We
have had only comparatively few minuier
to give consideration to he measure, and
in that time it has only heen possible to
glance through it. The measure has noi
appealed to me as it has appealed to
the member for Northam. 1t appealed 1o

me as regards supplies Tor the northern
portion of the State. Tn the North we
are not connected with (he meftropolis
by rail, as is the distriet represenfed hy
the hon. member. We are connected by
sea, and we arve Turther away from Perth
than New York is from Liverpool, and
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1 would wish the Premier to recognise
that. livery year, before what we call
the willy-willy season sets in, it is neces-
sary for the people in the North to lay
in slocks, and the minimum supply they
take in is intended to cover a period of
six months.  If they did nol do this.
they would stand a ehance of running onl
of supplies altogether. I am perfectly
in accord with the Bill, but 1 want the
I’remier and others to recognise that in
the North, where we are always morc
or less jsolated, and in case we may he
isolated entirely, it will not be possible
for shipping to go up the coast, and I
wani the provision in Clause 5 of the
Bill {0 cover that contingency.  The
leader of the Opposition referred to the
Eact that we mnst anticipate that con-
siderable trouble may yel come upon us,
We have already an instance of mines
closing down, and [ regret to say thal
the industry I represent will perhaps be
more alfected than any other in Aus-
iralin—1 refer to pearling. It is a big
industry and it employs a large number
of people. Already information lhas beep
received trom the outside world where
vur product was sent, that the trade i=
enfirely paralysed,  What does thai
mean? Tt means that for the presenl our
produet is unsaleable, or nearly so. T
hope it mav not ocenr that T may have
to come to the Premier and ask him to
do szomeihing to assist uws, T awm not
mlicipating it, and T hope the oceasion
will not arise.

Ar. F. B. Johnston: T hope they will
sendd the Japs back.

My, MALE: We will leave that to
anotlier and a mere fitling oceasion.  Bul
should il be necessary for us to do any-
thing for our own peaple, and at the
same time sce (hat ofher people are will-
ing tu assist us and lo assist the Bmpire,
T.am eceriain that the Premier will do
his duly. On Ffurther going throngh the
Bill T find there is another clanse which
refers {o the exports of the uecessities of
life. T would draw the atlention of the
Premier fo the fact that at the present
time necpssavies of life ave heing exparted
from Anstralia. There is a regalar trade
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to Java, Singapore, and Manila of live
stock. Under one of the clanses of this
Bill it will be neressary 1o get the cousent
in writing of the Treasurer before that
stockk ean be exported from this State.
The destination of the stock may be worth
tke Premier’s consideration, over and
above the faet whether it is advisable to
ship it at all. Perhaps it will be the
duty of the Premier to see that if the
stock is exported from the Stale it goes
into channels which we desire il to. Any
surplus foods we-have, whether wheat,
fruit, or meal may he required for some
other porfion of the Empire. This is a
point the Premier should consider, and if
the Bill is {o be submitted {o u seleet com-
mittee it might be decided whether it is
advisable to export at all. In this connee-
tion, we must remember that in preveut-
ing export at (he present time, we are
interfering with the regular trade and this
trade is worthy of eonsideration bheeanse
it iz worth conserving, The other point
is as to what should he the destination of
the stock whiceh is shipped. These are the
only points which appeal (0o me afier
glancing through the Bill, hut others
might occur when the measure enmes fo
he applied. The Bill has my entire sym-
pathy and the Premier is doing the right
thing in infrodueing it. We must pro-
tect the foodstuffs of our people.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [5.31]: There
is just one point:

The Premier: T wanl to get the Bill up
tn the Conuneil.

Mr, FOLEY: If the Council have not
sufficient interest at this erisis to waijt, it
is another good reason why the Upper
House should be aholished. This pander-
ing to the Council is no good to me,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Orvder!
‘The hon. member must address the Chair.

Mr. FOLEY: There is one malter [
would like the Premier (o clear up. The
measnre aims at preventing panie, and
this is a time in the history of Australia
when one should keep coal. Many phases
of the question have been pnt hefore the
House, but one question T woulil like the
Premier to answer in connection with the
elanse appointing a Roval Commission to
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regulale the prices of food, is whether
they will vegulaie them in every portion
ot the Siale.

The ’remier: 1f the need arises, ves,

My, FOLIY: Lf not the Commission
may regulale Lhe prices ouly in the City
of Perith or between the producer and
the merchant who distributes the goods.
It the (‘ommission is not wide enough in
its secope orv if its intended members have
nol sufficient knowledge of the country,
1 would like others to be appointed so
ihai the local features of the various
cenlres will he taken into consideration
and lhe retailers in ihese places afier
having purchased from the merehant will
not he able to extort money from those
who are in n more parlous position than
the people in (he metropolitan area, if
war comes nhout. It is only beeanse of
ihe likelihood of war that this measure
has been introduced.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Ivanhoe—in reply) [5.33]: T am pleased
thal hon, members have accepted this
measwre, thongh 1 regret that it is one
of necessity, There may be differences of
opinion with regard to the effect of the
clanses, but T want to explain that evi-
dently lhon. members have not been ahle
to apply themselves {o the Bill suffi-
cienly long to reecognise exaclly what il
means. The hon. member for Northam
(Flen. J. Mitehell) made reference to
seed wheat held hy o farmer. A farmer
may he holding some to-day for next
seazon, but his intention in reality may
he extremely doubtful. Tn Clavse 2, the
definition of “necessaries of Life” is—

Sueh produects, goods. ehattels, and
thines as the Governor may by proela
malion declarve to he neressarvies of life
for the pnrposes of this At

We are not hkely to declare seed wheai
a necessary of life

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yon will declare
wheat, prohably,

The PRTEVTER: We may wot declary
wheat. So long as there iz nlenty of flom
and plenty af wheal slored in our mills
we will nol.

A, Wisdom: That iz the most likely
thing to he enrnered.
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The PREMITR: T do not think there
i= likely to be a corner in wheaf,

My I8 B Johoston:; They are buying
up wholesale Lu-day.

The PHEMIER: T do not mind thai.
My, Munsie: M so, 16 will be in o con-
fined aren for the Government to get af
later on.

The "RisM1ER: That is so.

Mz, Dwyer interjected.

The PREMIER: We do not pledge
vurselves not to declare wheat among the
necessaries of life, but even if we declare
every article as a necessary of life undes
Clause 2, (lause 5 could not work Lhe
hardship which some hon, members seem
{o imagine. We have {o take the Bill
as a whole and not any one clause of
it,  No action can be taken under the
measure except with the permission of
the Atiorney General. IF Parliament is
prepared to give sueh powers—pawers
which would not have Lo be asked for
ander ordinary cireumstances, for (he
Fxeculive Couneil, of which the Attorney
General i= a memher—it should be pre-
pared to allow the Atforney General lo
use common sense when such a mattes
is submilted to him for his consideration,
If we ure nol prepared to concede thal
the Attorney General would use common
sens¢, but would permit a prosecution
which would Bbe perseeution, we should
not pass the Rill, hut it is essential to
have these powers, and arve we likely io
exercise them without dne enmmon sense?
Tt is necessary to have them in such Form
as (he hon, member for Alount Margarvet
(Mr. Taxlor} pointed ouf, that a coach
and four eannol be driven through the
measure.  We do not want fo have to
came to Parlinment every week to reetify
oversights  through having too many
points and lerms in the measure. Wp
wanl zomething definife and siviet, and
there should he no fear so lonz as we
lve a saving elauge sneh s Clanse 11,
which rvends—

i

No profecution under this Aet shall
he rammenced withont the aothority in
writing of {he Attornev General fival
nhtained,
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Under these ecircumstances there is no-
thing (o he feared; this is a safeguard.
We may find ourselves in the position
that a farmer may be holding wheai tor
seed and il inay not be seed wheat, and
the farmer is nol entitled to more con-
sideration than anyone else in ihe com-
munity.

Hon. J. Mitehell : e must have a con-
Linuity of erop,

The PREMIER: The Farmer need nol
tear anything such as the hon. member
suggested. If he thought there was an
opporiunity to make a virtwe of this
Bill for the purpose of ereating a fur-
lher ery for the farmers——

Mon. J. Mitchell; Cannot I point owm
{hese things?

The PREMIER: Of course. When the
Minister for Lands said it was undesir-
able to have recriminations_ at suclh a time
the hon. member said, “Hear, hear,” bui
the hon. member made an appeal largely
on behalt of the farmer. His purpose
might be all right, hul there is sufficient
protection for the farmer and for every
person in the community, and the same
applies to the North-West. We appreei-
ate the faet that, in connection with the
supplies in the North-West, quite a
number of people will have to carry more
than three months’ stocks. The Attorney
General will fake ihis point inte con-
sideration, and ¢the interests of these
people will be safeguarded. The only
other point which requires any considera-
tion is that mentioned by the member
for Leonora as fo distriets. We eould
not agree to have Royal Commissions
all over the State. We must have one,
and 1mmediately it comes under notice
that a corner is taking place in food-
stuffs in “Ttaly”-—Gwalia—or any other
part of the State, the Commission will
lake evidence and, if necessary, proceed
tu the spot and recommend the Govern-
ment  what aecfion they should take.
TUnder Clause 4, we will have the vight
to fix the maximnm prices, and we have
the right te fix them to snit the different
conditions prevailing in the different
parts of the State. We would not fix
prices satisfactory to Perth if we fized
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them on the basis of Mount Sir Samuel.
We are asking for tremendous powers——
dir. Taylor: And you need (hetn.

The PREMIKR: Yes; bul we need Lo
use them with common sense. 1f we are
not in a position lo exercise cowumon
sense, then Partiament should retuse lo
pass the measure. 1 want hon, members
v agcept an absoluie assurance frowm e
that any action of any ecousequence to
the comnnunity taken under this measure
will be taken only after consulting the
leader of the Opposition. This Bill con-
tains trewendous pewers, but we cousider
them necessary, and there is no party
significance about them at all. The Bl
is tor the protection of the people, and
L am sure the leader of the Opposition
has Lhe people’s inlerests at heart just
as much as we have. Though we differ
on some guestions, we eannot differ on
Lthis,

v, Priee: His followers will not stand
by him.

The PREMIER: 1 think they will.
Under the ecircumstanees hon. members
will recogunise that the Bill is necessary
and that it should be passed at the earliesl
possible moment.  The leader of the
Opposition suggested the appointment of
a select committee. I do not think this
is necessary. Since we have been dis-
cussing the Bill hon. members have gained
a fair grasp of it, and we might now
put it through Committee, so that the
Counecil, who are waiting to receive the
measure, may consider it. If there is
anything in the measure which eventu-
ally proves to be unsatisfactory, we can
easily approach Parliament again. We
do not propose to dissolve Parliament;
we will adjomn and will be called together
if necessary almost at a moment’s notice,
so that we are in the hands of Par-
liament, Under the cirenmstances, 1 hope
the House will pass the Bill.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Cammitiee.
Mr. NeDowall in the
Premier in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1—agreed to.

Chair:  fhe
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Clause 2—Amendment of Seclion 3:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: | am sorry the
Premier should have made so mueh out of
my very simple and inotfensive suggestion.
1n the interests of the whole of the people,
it 15 necessary that there should be a con-
tinity of trop. The uperation of this
measure may extend over the next sced-
ing time. In December we shall harvest
vur wheat and will be sowing until June.

The Premier: What are vou evming at?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: At the defini-
tion. The Bill should make it possible for
the man growing polatoes or any other
crop o keep the necessary seed to plant
his aceustomed area. 1 suggest a proviso
such as this—*Provided that nothing in
this  Act contained shall prevent any
tariner or other primary producer lrom
holding sufticient seed of any kind neces-
sary in the opinion of the Royal Commis-
ston to plant or sow his erop and retain
a suftieient quantity of hay and other
fued supplies for his apimals necessary
fo earrv on the work of his farm.” [
have no intention of pressing this anend-
menl; 1 merely suggest it. There is ample
wheat in this country for all requirements
this year, and fo provide a good deal for
export next vear. There will not. how-
ever, be suflicient polatoes; and the Min-
ister for lLands should be the first to see
that sufiicient seed is retained to allow of
planting next vear.

The Minister for Lands: T am nof in
the least afraid of any such contingency
as vou suggest arising,

Tlon, J. MITCHELL: Under the pro-
viso which T snggest, the defendant would
sueceed in the event of a prosecution.

The PREMIFR: I appreeiate what the
hon. member has stated, and, as T said on
the seeend reading, he iz anticipating
something that will not arvise. 1 give the
hon. member my asswrance. which should
sutisfy him on & measure of this kind, an
emergeney measure. which will not remain
on the slatute book for all time, and in
the administration of which T am pre-
pared to consult the leader of the Opposi-
tion before taking any step. T have al-
ready said that T intend to consult the
leader of the Opposition regarding the
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personnel of the Royal Cummission,
Theretore | ask the member for Northam
(Hon. .. Mitelell) to accept Lhe Bill as
printed.  Amendment will mean delay.
Moreover, 1 am hopeful that the measure
will not be needed tor any considerable
period: | hope (he British fleet will so
effectually clear the sea that commerce
will nol bhe hampered. 1 give the hon,
member my absolute assurance thal the
position le lears will not for a moment
be allowed lo arise,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Under the
cireumstances 1 will ask my triend the
member for Northam nol to press the
sugeested amendment. T think he was
perfectly justiied in vaising the poinl,
his oite vhject heing to ensure continuity
of erop, which is most essential, 1 think,
however, (hat the clause giving the At-
tortey (fencral the administration of
prosecufions will be sufficient io obviale
any danger,  Since the Upper House is
waiting for the neasure, 1 think we had
helfer pass lhe Rill as printed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T accept the
assurance of the Premier that he will pro-
feel the growers, allhough I would like to
poinl ont that his word will not become
law. while thix measure will.

Clanse pul and passed,

Clauses 3 (o G—-agreed to.

Clause T-—Corvers and
prohibited :

My, MALE: On this clause T merely
wish to agk the Premiev whether le thinks
the latter portion of il will in any way
affect present nbligations, existing obliga-
tions, in connection with shipment of
stock?

Hon,
tracts?

Mr. MALE: Yes, existing contracts,

The PREMTER : Here again the same
pusition arises. Under cirenmstances such
as these, we musi take into aecount the
conditions prevailing. T wonld net for
one moement deem it desirable to prohibit
the exportation of articles which are not
essential for onr awp preservation aml
whiell would not assisl the enemy. Az a
watter of fact. T do net think the obliga-
tions to which the hon, member has re-

resirietions

Frank Wilson: Existing con-
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ferred continue once the Empire is at war.
1 think all contracts with an enemy im-
mediately hecome void upon a deelaration
of war. Anything exported in the ordi-
nary course of husiness, aud not essential
io he refained in the Siate, would not
come wilhin the purview of this clause.
The power contained in this clause must
be faken, but it munst be exercised with
COMMoN sense.

Claunse put and passed.

Clauses § to 11—agreed o,

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment, and
the report adopter.

Read a third time, and trapnsmitted to
the Logislative Couneil.

BILL—ROYAL COMMISSIONERS’
POWERS ACT AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Introduced by the Attorney General,
and read a first time,

Second reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—Kanowna)} [5.55]: The Bill
now introduced is the complement, and
the necessary machinery if 1 may so say,
of the Bill which has just passed through
this Chamber. It would be futile to have
a measnre like the Inst, containing such
drastic powers for inquiry as the appoint-
ment. of the contemplated Royal Commis-
ston involves, if we did not invest fhat
Commission with such powers as are ab-
solutely essential for the purpose of
obtaining evidence. The moment a Royal
Commission is appointed under the Bill
which contemplates it, that Commission
will Tiave to make the most searching in-
auiries and the most delicate inguiries
from witnesses who may be disinelined to
disclose their business aims and their
relationships to the trading world. If
they are allowed to hesitate, if they are
allowed to withhold evidence, and if
there is no means, on {he part of the
Roval Commission. of foreing that evi-
dence. and of inflicting penaltics for the
non-giving of the evidence, then the Com-
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mission would be hampered and the Gov-
ernment would be absolutely disabled
from fixing or varying the prices of com-
modities. In the proposal as now sub-
mitted to the Chumber, no very drastic
measure is proposed, beecause this is
merely a copy of a measure which is
already the law of the land so far as
the Commonwealth iz concerned. For
the Royal Commission appointed by
the Commonwealth all the provisiens con-
{ained in this Bill exist. TWe are not,
thevefore, making any innovation in that
respect; but, just as it was found neces-
sary by the Commonwealih that Royal
Commissions shonld be enabled to en-
forece and to sanection inquiries which
were made, so we find it necessary for the
floyal Commission which we intend shall
be created under the Bill which has just
passed, Lo provide similar powers. On
reference to the Royal Commissioners’
Powers Act of 1802, it will be seen that
ne authority whatsoever wns vested in
the chairman of the Royal Commission
beyond that of mevely summoning wit-
nesses; the penalty for disobedience of
summons was extremely light,  There-
fore it would be very easy, under the
existing powers of Royal Coemmissions,
to evade the measure which we bhave
passed; every one could stand upon his
dignity and refuse to give evidence, suf-
fering an exceedingly light penalty for the
refusal. We propose, therefore, to place
the Royal Commission about to be cre-
ated precisely on all fours with the Rayal
Commniissions appointed by the Federal
anthorities. T do not know fhat T need
say more. 1 move—

That the Rill be now read « second

time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[5.58]: I have just compared this Bill
with the Federal Act, and find that what
the Attorney General states is quite cor-
reet, namely, that we shall he extending
our Royal Commissioners’ Powers Aect
only so as to coincide with the Federal
measure. [l is necessary that the pro-
posed Royal Commission should have ex-
reptional powers. to some extent drastic
powers, in order fo get proper evidence:
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and therefore 1 think we may as well
rass this Bill just as it stands. What
was passing in my mind, however, was,
if all ihese powers are contained in the
Federal Royal Commissioners’ Powers Act
how was it that our Ministers were not
compelled to attend before the Powellisiug
Royal Commission the other day9 How
did our Ministers escape getling into
eaol?

The Premier: We wanted to attend,
but the Commnission would not allow it.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: If I had
been ehairman of fhat Cowmmission, 1
wonld have summeoned you all right.

The Premier: I altended, and the Min-
ister for Works wanted to give evidence,
but the chairman would not allow him.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second timie.

In Commitiee, efcetera.

Rill passed through Committee without
debate, reported wilthout amendment, and
the report adopted,

Bead a third ftime and transmitted to
the Legislative Council,

House adjourned at 6.17 p.m.

Qegislative Council,
Tuesday, 11th August, 1914,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chatr al
4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

[COUNGILL.]

RESOLUTION—LOYALTY TO KING

AND EMPIRE.

The PRESIDENT: 1 have received the
following leiter from ITiz Excelleney the
Governor;—

Sir,—! am direected by His Exeel-
iency the Governor (o acknowledge re-
ceipl of your letler of tlie 6th inst., for-
warding a copy of the resolution passed
by the legislative Couneil reguesting
s (ransmission 1o His Majesty the
King. His Exeellency directs me to in-
torm you that he was pleased to calle
the messaze lo the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, to which the following
reply has been zeceived:—“Please con-
vey to the Legislative Couneil assuranee
of His Majesly the King’s appreciation
of their expressions of loyally to his
PPerson and Empire, signed Haveourt”
1  have the honour to be, Sir, Your
obedieni servant, II. Wilkinson, Major,
Private Secretary,

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received
and read notifving assent to the following
Bills:—

1, Registration of Births, Deaths, and

Marriages Acl Amendment,

, Sopply  {Temporary  Advaneces),
£230,830.

, Land and Income Tax,

Control of Trade in War Time,

Powers Act

ne

- L

4
, Royal Commissioners’
Amendment,

o

BILL—MELVILLE TRAMWAYS,
Renort of Commiftee adopted.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew--Central): I move—

That the Iouse at ifs rising adjourn
unlil Tuesday. the 18th August,

Quesiion passed.

House adjourned at 4.35 p.m.



